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GREEN ISSUES IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Prof. Shakuntala B. 

Head. Dept. of English 
Smt. V.G. College of Arts & Science for Women, Gulbarga 

ABSTRACT: 

From environmental histon we have learnt that a simple alteration in environment has 
possiblity to imbalance the world. It mav have far reaching consequences in a long run. lt can 

cost the environment very dearly. leading to a severe effect on living and nonliving beings. The 
destruction of one species can lead to the extinction of other species. Therefore, we mLust stop 
harming environment so that we can make it a better place to live in. As days have passed, we 
have learnt how nature works with the help of ecology It is reported that in order to form one 

Inch of soil on the surface of earth 600 years are required. We have not realized how much harm 

We are doing to soil by using chemicals, we are also deserting and making it unfertile. In India 

plans are in offing to educate people in this direction. The Karnataka state forest area will he 

increased from its present 25% to 30% area in the next few years says the Government of 

Karnataka. 

This paper makes an attempt to studr how things have started falling apart, when nature 

is neglected and how man's greed has landed him into a most difficult time in the history of 

mankind. Some poetry of English literature, especially stressing on Wordsworth, is taken for 

study Green issues are the most widely debated issues across the world. Eco-criticism is taking 
a stock of the situation prevailing in nature and studies how the literary writers responded and 

expressed their eco-sensibility On the other hand, the word criticism is derived from the Greek 

word which means judgment; we know that in criticisnm is a free play of mind, any work of 

literature can come under its scrutiny and criticism examines the excellences and defects in the 

work of art. The eco-criticisnm is also known by other names or nomenclatures like green studies, 

echo poetics, environmental literary criticism, literary ecology or echo theory. However eco-

criticism is a recent branch of study, still it is trying to find its feet in different disciplines, but 

certainly it offers a very broad vision of life and our place in nature too. However, there are 

several writers in English literature who have penned their responses in different forms. But in 

the present paper I have taken only Wordsworth s poery that seems to be adequate. 

Key Words: eco-criticism, nature, environment, ecology, pollution, global warming 

Introduction: 

Eco-criticism is defined as "the study of the relationship between literature and physical 

environment" William Ruckert "Eco-criticism is an application of ecology and ecological 
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concept to study of literature, because. ecology has greatest relevance to the present and future of 

world" "It is a literary discipline which seeks to examine the intersections of culture, literature 

and ecology Features of eco-criticism include. synthesis of literary criticism and environmental 

issues by focusing on the literary analysis of the representation of nature in literary texts. It also 

gives a call to literature to connect to issues of today's environmental crisis, so, it is concerned 

with both nature and the environment. It is basically earth-centered study as earth is the center of 

study. Eco-criticism as perceived, not only tries to save the environment, but also tries to change 

the way we see and interpret the world around us. Man and nature coexist since centuries and 

both are dependent on each other. Man being a rational and intelligent one made advancement in 

terms of knowledge and skills. This has made man's life better than the other animals in the 

nature. But in the long run, this led to serious problems of environmental issues. The rampant 

and unscrupulous exploitative activities of human beings, made the nature bald and then man 

began to understand the terrible crime he made against nature. Realizing his folly he began to 

pay attention to it. But, man realized its implications only recently. Now the scientists, 

environmentalists, nature lovers. poets, thinkers, artists, media personnel and others began to 

give further impetus to green issues and bring governments across the globe to the negotiating 

table to frame policies in order to seize the over-exploitation of nature and foster it at any cost. 

Hence, the poets have celebrated this concept in a most beautiful way in their own style, in their 

literary form and philosophy. 
The exploitation of nature has created crisis, as its consequences are most devastating and 

have led to a global warming. Further, it led to a condition wherein extinction of some species, 

depletion of water level and creation of drinking water scarcity have taken place. Migratory 

birds and insects are made to go thirsty, compelling the farmers to dig bore-wells to deeper parts 

of the carth for the agricultural activities 

The unscientific irigation systems, unpredictable behavior of seasons, 

increased interest in multüplying their produce, has made them to exploit the earth and 

compelling them to go for multi crops annually. This has created many more problems like 

deforestation and depletion of water level. Building of dams also resulted into encroachment of 

vast land by back water have all together compelled us to find a solution for a better living of 
human beings. In fact that has become a paramount issue for all of us; therefore there is an 
urgent need for all of us to deliberate upon these issues, as the students of English literature. We 

have to make efforts to trace in literature how the writers, thinkers and poets have raised issues 
of environment and nature. It is time that we must express our gratitude to these visionaries for 
undertaking such vital issues in their literary works in the best interest of mankind. 

farmer's 

Eco-criticism in English Literature: 
For a healthy living of people on earth, there is a necessity of creating awareness on green issues, especially among the general public. Already efforts have been made by different organizations, associations, forums, national and international bodies in this direction and are 
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even contnuing now. There was a sincere effort by United Nations, which conducted a 

conference on Environment and Development UNCED at Rio de Janeiro in 1992. This 

conference is popularly known as Earth Summit. It was indeed a milestone that the conference 

decided to have equitable distribution of natural resources between the present and future 

generations. The conference took critical note on the contributions of British writers like William 

Wordsworth, Robert Frost and others. The conference was attended by the scholars from Britain. 
America, India and other countries. Presently. we all need a healthy environment for a happy 

living, which necessitates conservation of our environment. 

It is always humanity that triumphs from the extraordinary contributions made by 

writers. philosophers, thinkers. visionaries. even artists like musicians, painters or an architect. 

When we look at the world-masters in these spheres, we come across and learn what great 

services these masters have rendered to all of us, without considering geographical, l1nguistic 

and other constraints 

The writers be it American, British or Indian, especially the poets, who write in English. 

have shown genuine concem for environmental issues in their creative works. We must basically 

remember that we have to pay our debt to this mother-earth as we have been from our day one of 

birth. till the last breath of our life, are nurtured and sustained by it. We are enlivened and fed, 

given enough oxygen by it. Right from childhood we have been walking on it, we ride and drive 

on it a, rather all our life-sustaining activities are camied, on this planet. When our own kith and 

Kin on several occasions fail to take care of us and are more likely to be deserted,. the nature on 

the contrary, without any discrimination takes care of us, nurtures and sustains us. So, this makes 

us to think that any amount of services we render to this mother-earth is not enough to clear our 

debts for its gratitude, and all the help it has made to us. Hence, the writers have begun to 

generate that indebtedness to Nature among the fellow human beings. Writers are creating the 

awareness as presently massive unscrupulous activities are going on across the globe to explore 

and exploit the natural resources deep within the earth, as well as on the surface of this earth. 

thus, man demonstrating his callousness towards nature for his greed. 

Presently the world is driven by commercial considerations and the nature is the casualty 

of such exploitation. Many business firms and organizations have indulged in rampant 

exploitation of nature, which must be immediately seized and the pristine beauty of nature must 

be regained. Otherwise the future generation will be compelled to pay very dearly and heavily. 

We, being the 21st century people of this planet-carth, having been exposed to its devastating 

effects, must immediately plunge into action, and at any cost save this nature for posterity as well 

as for our own healthy living. 

Robert Frost, an American poet has made most subtle, memorabie, heart and soul 

touching rendition in English poetry, especially in his poems like The Road Not Taken, Stopping 
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by Woods on a Snowy Evening and other poems, the poct vividly describes the nature which was 

near and dear to his heart. The most intimate and moving personal experiences of the poet are 

very sensitively and exquisitely rendercd in his poetry. Robert Frost, a great lover of nature like 
William Wordsworth, has beautifully described the valleys, the hills, the rivers, the forests, 

lowers, plants, trees, even animals, birds and micro insects as well. He very touchingly 
describes the changes that take place in the nature. His concern for Nature is really appreciable. 

Matthew Arnold, Thomas Hardy. John Ruskin, Thomas Carlyle and others have also deeply felt 

for nature and expressed their concern for nature in their writings. On the other hand they have 

deeply lamented over the destruction of environment, which was the byproduct of 

industrialization. Wordsworth a high priest of nature, who's DNA was made up of profound love 

and reverence for nature is the notable poet. He nurtured a profound faith in healing power of 

the nature and the same spirit he infused in his poetry and created this awareness among the 

readers across the globe. 

Nature is another name for peace and tranquility; it can bring profound peace in man. 

Nature offers perpetual joy, the poem like Daffodils swells the poet's heart with joy and he 

Even in Wordsworth's poems like Resolution and expresses his gratefulness to nature. 

Independence/Leech Gatherer, We are seven and other poems, he luxuriously celebrates the 

close intimacy between man and nature. Wordsworth was a strong critic of materialistic life as he 

believed, the world is too much with us, that's how he believed and celebrated the beauty and 

mystery of nature in his poems. He advocated retaining pristine beauty of nature; The World is 

too much with us, speaks how people are busy in wealth creation and accumulation of it. They 

fail to get any interest in the beautiful objects in nature. That is really unacceptable, they are 

insensitive to the beautiful moonlight and the fragrance of flowers. All beautiful things go 

unnoticed by pcople. ILike Wordsworth W.H. Davies is another great poet who very touchingly 

depicts his concern for nature in his poem like Leisure and other poems. 

Those living in the lap of nature know the value of green environment, green leaves, 

grcen trees. green issues, green phraseology, and Green wars, green that is there everywhere. The 

sight of greenery would cxcitc and fill them with joy in their heart and soul. The green initiatives 

can fill them with joy and happiness, as green alone could sooth the human soul and nothing 

else. Because greenery is our life, green alone sustains us and ultimately green is all. 

It is very cssential to know that man who is known as the home-sapiens cannot be 

excluded from nature, man is a part and parcel of this nature, and nature means all that lives on 
this planet earth. It includes plants, trees, birds, animals, insects, rivers, oceans, even human 

beings. Together they constitute nature. The perception of nature doesn't mean only the 
environment around us, the forest around us or only the rivers around us. We simply cannot 

segregate ourselves from nature, so what we study in eco-criticism is nothing but our own study, 
it is the study of what we were, what we have done and what we are expected to do. This severe 
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onslaught on nature and its impact is the sum and substance of environment. Theretfore, it is not 
the study of physical gcography or geology or the study of species that we undertake here. Here 
it is an integrated approach of study that never looks at human beings as a separate entity; they 
are bom, brought up, and sustained. It is also the same planet where all of us are born, once the life goes off and the mortal remains are also consigmed here. Therefore every activity that goes 
on here is directly or indirectly related to our life. We are not supposed to treat the environmental 1SSues as non-concermed to us or a separate branch of study as our bond with nature is too deep, We human beings are born in this nature, started our lives here, the bond over the years With it began to develop, now it is high time that how we human beings on this planet earth pay back for all what nature has done to us. It is not time to ask questions, instead of asking what Nature has done to us; we should ask what we have done to Nature. Otherwise our life will be deprived of the basic needs we are getting at this juncture, if not immediately, it might be in the near future. The Deserted Village by Oliver Goldsmith, The Prelude by William Wordsworth, and Leaves of the Grass by Walt Whitman are the best Green poetry in literature. Peace is always beautiful says Whitman. After all green literature promotes nature and protects it from being exploited. The green color in literature is used symbolizing as nature and relaxation. As a part of our study let us quote some lines from Oliver Goldsmith's 

The deserted village: 

"How often have I paused on every charm, 
The sheltered cot, the cultivated farm, 
The never-failing brook, the busy mill, 

The decent church that topt the neighbouring hill, 
The hawthorn bush, with seats beneath the shade, 

For talking age and whispering lovers made! 
How often have I blest the coming day," 

In this poem the poet recollects his reminiscences of village life and how life has changed beyond recognition, all that he had imprinted in his mind comes here alive, and he brings it vividly and paints it. He also instilled this idealization of English rural life with the simplicity. He mingles his idealized scenes with memories of his own careless youth in lreland. Goldsmith had a serious 
concern, that of the effects of the agricultural revolution, which resulted in the enclosure of arable 
land, often to form private parks The Enclosure Acts caused pain to small farmers whose families had earned their living from the land for generations, were made to lose everything. 

The Prelude: Wordsworth 

Was it for this 
That one, the fairest of all Rivers, lov'd 

To blend his murmurs with my Nurse's song, 
And from his alder shades and rocky falls, 
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And from his fords and shallows, sent a voice 
That flow'd along my dreams? For this, didst Thou, 

O Derwent! travelling over the green Plains 
Near my 'sweet Birthplace', didst thou, beauteous Stream 

Make ceaseless music through the night and day" 

I had melancholy thoughts.. 
a strangeness in my mind, 

A feeling that I was not for that hour, 

Nor for that place." 
It is very significant to notice that human beings are an alter ego of nature, because all 

elements present in nature are also found in us." Human being is a part of the natural world. 

Scientitically speaking, he is made of various elements like carbon, water and cellular material, 

therefore we posses all elements found in nature; therefore we are a part of nature... Humans 

have always been intimately linked with rivers, lakes and wetlands for water, food, fiber, 

medicines and places for habitation." The process of urbanization, construction of dams and 

intensified agriculture, along with navigation has led to excessive use of water. 

Wordsworth emphasized on emotional and spiritual values as well as his deep 

engagement with nature, hence romanticism is found to be well-engraved in the soul of 

Wordsworth. It is a landmark in the history of English poetry, which has gifted us very strong 

nature poetry. Some of the lines from his poems like Prelude and Tintern Abbey are quoted here 

for their messages, as these lines speak of nature's power and its impact on the poet. 

Tintern Abbey 

How oft, in spirit , have I turned to thee, 

O sylvan Wye! thou wanderer thro' the woods 

How often has my spirit turned to thee!" 

This poem of Wordsworth written in 1798 is in form of a ode, the poem is situated in a small 

place called Tinton village on the west bank of the river Wye, what Wordsworth has tried to 

channelize in this poem is his profound philosophy on the nature and its beauty. The readers are 

really touched by his intimate relationship with this place and lovely bond he had with it. 

Ode: Intimations of Immortality 

Turn wheresoe'er I may, 

By night or day, 
The things which I have seen 

I now can see no more." 
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In this magnificent ode, the poet has explored his divine relationship with nature and how his 
personality has been molded under its benevolence and grace. He brings out in this poem the 

deep relationship between himself when he was a child with mother-nature. But the poet also 
brings out how he lost that experience as he is deprived of the divine vision and company of tnat 

nature. But he assured himself that he can recollect it and relive those past glorious memories 

with nature and still sustain his relationship with that glorious nature by his poetic power. 

The Solitary Reaper 

"I listened, motionless and still; 

And as I mounted up the hill, 

The music in my heart I bore 

Long after it was heard no more." 

In this ballad Wordsworth echoes his inner thoughts on nature, how an young girl is 

Teaping in the fields and how majestically she is singing a song and how she has totally fused 

with the loveliness of nature, and her song is so alluring, so captivating to the poet that he feels 

he is really mesmerized by the beautiful rendering of this song .But the poet is least interested to 

disturb this young girl and he even asks the passers-by to wait and listen to the reapers song 

rather than disturbing this young girl. In this poem the poet tries to bring the beautiful harmony 

that exists between man and nature, and how the nature is enjoying the company of man and so 

also the man enjoying the company of nature. There is a perfect synchrony between them, each is 

complimentary to the other, the beauty of this nature without the human habitation would have 

really looked meaningless, dull and useless. But when there is a human habitation, the charm, the 

glory of the place gets multiplied. That is what I perceive that he might be speaking in this poem 

about the perfect hamony that exists between man and nature. 

Daffodils 
"or aft, when on my couch I lie 

In vacant or in pensive mood, 

They flash upon that inward eye Which is the bliss of solitude; 
And then my heart with pleasure fills, 

And dances with the daffodils." 

This is a most celebrated poem of Wordsworth, it heralds the quintessence of romantie 

poetry. This poem brings out how the poet's heart was filled with joy when he saw daffodils 
without number on a field. The daffodils were really countless in number; he saw them while 

walking with his sister Dorothy. This poem brings out poet's close intimacy and how joyous he 

IS in the company of daffodils as they are here, they were there, and they were everywhere. A 
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poet feels profoundly blessed in the company of nature. He instantly becomes a great worshipper of nature on such occasions; he feels as if like a child and indulges in squeezing the exquiSite inner beauty of nature. The poet's soul swells with pride. The poet totally forgets the rest of the 
world, when he is in the company of daffodils. 

Composed upon Westminster Bridge 
Never did sun more beautifully sleep 

In his first splendour valley, rock,or hill 
Ne'er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep! 
That river glideth at his own sweet will: 

Dear God ! the very houses seem asleeP 

And all that mighty heart is lying still!" 

Again this is the most eelebrated sonnet and also frequently anthologized across the globe. In this 

poem the poct is depicting the beauty of London city in early morning. Let us be clear that the 

Cty 1s the part of the nature, human habitation in towns, the cottages, the multistory buildings are 

all part of this grand design of God, and are part of the nature. Therefore, the poet is bewitched in 

the early morning by the majestic beauty of this city, which is attracting people across the globe. 

He is standing on the Westminster Bridge and looking at the serenity that has donned early in the 

morning in the entire surroundings. The poet says that the mighty heart that is the city is still 

sleeping .But soon he laments that this beauty is going to fade, once this morning aura and 

serenity come to an end. .So the poet being the great lover of nature takes aid of his inner eyes 

and looks at the charming beauty that the London city is radiating in the morning. 

Conclusion: 

The writers in general and poets in particular have dealt on several isues pertaining to 

nature, though its appreciation dominates in their creative writings, yetit does not escape from 

their eyes the man's perennial exploitation of nature. A small impact on environment has a 

potential to imbalance the whole planet, it may have far reaching consequences. It can cost the 

environment very dearly. Truly the destruction of one species leads to the extinction of other 
species. Therefore, we must stop harming environment so that we can make it a worthy place for 

our domicile, which has been amply displayed by the literary writers through their inspired 
works. We have done much to harm the soil by using chemicals, and making it not worthy for 
cultivation. This paper makes an attempt to study how things have scattered when nature is 
neglected. Green issues are the most widely debated issues across the world. Eco-criticism is 
taking a stock of the situation prevailing in nature and studies how the literary writers like 

Wordsworth, Goldsmith, Robert Frost and others have responded and expressed their eco-
sensibility in English literature. Only when all is well that ends well, otherwise everything will 
not be all right. 
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